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Bulky Trash/Basura Abultado

Don’t Set Out Trash Before:

Thursday,  Feb 8

Pick Up Week:

Feb 12 - 16

FEBRUARY GENERAL

MEETING

Date:  Thursday, February 8

Time:  7:00 pm

Place :  Vickery Towers

 (Greenville at Belmont)

Join us for

Thursday Night at

the Movies. This is

your opportunity to

view Subdivided by

Dean Terry if you

missed it when it

aired on PBS.

Door prize is a drawing for a

dining gift card to Cuba Libre on

Henderson--just in time for

Valentine's Day!

The March meeting will focus on

ever popular gardening.

SUBDIVIDED: ISOLATION & COMMUNITY IN AMERICA

~a documentary by East Dallas resident Dean Terry, www.subdivided.net,

www.deanterry.com

Dean Terry grew up in Little Forest Hills (off of Gaston, across from White

Rock Lake) and couldn’t wait to escape.  So he moved to Southern California

as soon as he could.  When he returned 15 years later, he chose to live in the

suburbs of far North Dallas — the exact opposite of Little Forest Hills.

He now admits that was a mistake, “and we are trying to sell our house,”

Terry says. “We’re outta there… The mistake I made was looking for a house

and not a community.”

The results of his experiences inspired Dean, a University of Texas-Dallas

new media and emergent communications professor, to create a documentary

titled Subdivided: Isolation & Community in America, dealing with the issue

of urban sprawl, prefab construction and the homogenizing of America.

KERA-Channel 13 aired the film this month and the film will be distributed

nationally through other PBS outlets.

With Dean’s blessing and encouragement, we will be showing and discussing

this 45-minute film at our February VPNA meeting.  In the word’s of Robert

Wilonsky of The Dallas Observer:  “Not only does Terry interview experts on

the subject of sprawl and separation–including architect

Andrés Duany, co-founder of the

Congress for

the New Urbanism and author of Suburban Nation–

but the movie’s absolutely beautiful, a first-timer’s

one-man show that looks to be the work of dozens of

old pros. It’s stocked with gorgeous images of

hideous things: Wal-Mart parking lots lined with rows

and rows of cars; a single scrawny tree sticking out

of a sidewalk; piles of bricks waiting to be stuck into

a “starter castle”; barren streets dotted with half-

built cardboard-cutout homes; and the charred ruins

of Bill Walker’s burned-down home in Little Forest

Hills, around which the neighborhood rallies to help

their friend regroup and rebuild.” ~Mark Rieves

Subdivided is a documentary film

about life in contemporary suburbia: a personal study of

isolation and the struggle to find and maintain commu-

nity in an era of careless development, the uninspired

design of the modern subdivision, and urban sprawl…

“Absolutely Beautiful”

– Robert Wilonsky, The Dallas Observer

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY VPNA!

The neighborhood association was formed

on January 28, 1982
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JANUARY GENERAL MEETING RECAP

We are off to a great start if the turnout of the first meeting of 2007 is

any indication of neighborhood interest for the New Year. The

meeting agenda was a “jam session” to determine what is important

to residents of Vickery Place. Brought to order by newly elected

president Sheila Huffman, the board was introduced.

Beth Bentley updated us on the success of the conservation district

expansion efforts at City Hall on January 10 and the significance of

Vickery Place becoming more unified as a conservation district.  Beth

also announced the 'Legacies History Conference' to be held at the

Old Red Courthouse on January 27.  She introduced Vickery Place

� r � e � s � i � d � e � n � t �  � M � a � t � t �  � S � i � m � o � n � s �  � w � h � o �  � i � s �  � t � h � e �  � g � r � a � p � h � i � c �  � a � r � t � i � s � t �  � f � o � r �  Legacies magazine.

Each issue of the magazine celebrates Dallas’ history and Matt

brought complementary copies for everyone at the meeting.  He also

told us about the upcoming patron’s party the night before the History Conference at Harlan Crow Library.

Roger Andres (Andres Realty) recapped recent changes along Henderson Avenue. He mentioned that some of the

considerations for the old Carnival location are a movie grill, health studio and multi family dwellings.  Other area

changes to watch for include the swimming pool at Teitze Park, it may become a water park.

Allen Houston from the Dallas Morning News briefed us on the special edition section of the newspaper called

“Neighbors”.  The segment is divided into areas (Vickery Place is included in White Rock, Lakewood and M-Streets)

and focuses on community activities, including schools, sports, churches and neighborhood events.  Free copies of the

news are available each Saturday morning in front of local retail such as Blockbuster’s and Aw Shucks on Greenville

and Burger House on Mockingbird to name a few locations.  Houston also invited everyone to contribute to the content

by sending photos and information to him, AHouston@dallasnews.com.

The question “What Do We Want for the coming year?” brought many ideas from the floor.  Sam Sloan started the

conversation by addressing the traffic issue. Nita Wiggins mentioned the congestion of taxi cabs close to restaurants.

The discussion included the installation of a traffic light at Henderson, one side only parking along Willis by Cuba Libre,

and paid neighborhood police patrol.  New street toppers to include “conservation district” and bringing back the

Vickery Place historical calendars were also suggested as potential projects for 2007.

ICP officer Keith Allen reported that statistically crime is down 11 percent but reminded us that only calling 911 does

not generate a police report; you must follow up for the report to be filed. Officer Allen informed us that all of Vickery

Place will now be under patrol of Central Division whereas before VP was divided between Central and Northeast

Police Stations. Officer Allen said

that the current emphasis for the

Dallas police is gangs, drugs and

guns.  He encouraged us to not only

contact 911 but to call him with a

report wherever there is a crime in

the neighborhood.  You can reach

Officer Allen at 214-670-0659.

The meeting closed with the thought

that much can be accomplished in

the new year and our goal is to

generate the manpower to do it. 

~Mary Kay Henley 

VP resident Kelly Osang (left) greets visiters

New board members Mary Kay

Henley and Carrie Camin

Priscilla & Mark Rieves (center) visit with new

neighbors Nik & Anita Singhal


